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anarchy; but, as a matter of fact, the generals concerned
in the revolt appear to have acted in haste and with little
preparation. (Facts supporting this view will be found
below.) But if there was an army plot, it is also un-
deniable that a Communist conspiracy had long been
brewing. As we have seen, trained revolutionaries arrived
from Moscow in March, 1936. In April, Senor Largo
Caballero gave his public approval to the Comintern pro-
gramme of an armed rising of the Proletariat. The arms
were there, and the men to use them, and carefully pre-
pared plans for the seizure of power.

Some of these plans have fallen into the hands of the
Nationalists. That for Madrid, issued as "Confidential
Report No. 3," in April, 1936, provided for fifty groups of
ten men each. The signal for the rising was to be the
bursting of five bombs at nightfall, whereupon a simulated
Fascist attack on Socialist headquarters was to be staged
and a general strike declared. A special group of
machine-gunners and bombers were to attack the Ministry
of the Interior along named streets. Other groups would
seize the Prime Minister's office, the Ministry of War, the
G.P.O., and police headquarters. No. 25 group, composed
of Communist sympathizers in the police, was entrusted
with the task of eliminating counter-revolutionary poli-
ticians and officers.

We have seen this technique of the coup d'etat in
action elsewhere. At the risk of otiosity, I quote from
a document published by the Jornal do Commercio of
Rio de Janeiro on September 3Oth, 1937, for it describes
in some detail what happened in most cities in Spain:

" It is essential to avoid useless and incomplete violence,
and to study carefully the type of violence which is most
profitable. It is individual initiative which originally pro-
duces revolution and makes for Its success, because the actors
realize that only victory can secure immunity from punishment.
Violence should be committed on an agreed plan, and devoid